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auai’s 2006 Ka Loko Dam
failure and its lasting
Impact on Hawaii
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John Wehrhelmerunder Pacific Hydro
Kevin L. Goodmg, C PG., Senlor Hydrogeologlst INTERA
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1987 Pflueger acquires reservoir
1998 Spillway filled—Pflueger warned s
2001 Continued lllegal grading

2005 -2006 grading penalties

March 14, 2006 — 7 dead
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“The court ruled | killed 7 people.
What else is there to say? I'm a

happy man. | can see with my eyes,
| can eat with my own teeth. I'm a
very happy man.”, he added, “The
deal was good for me. It's a
beautiful day.”



Pflueger was guilty —
but government was also responsible:

The State inadequately funded it’s dam inspection
program neglecting required safety inspections.
The Army Corps classified Ka Loko as “low hazard”.
It wasn’t.

A 1997 Notice of Grading Violation at Ka Loko was
not enforced by the County.

State and County inspectors reported no defects for
years after the spillway had been filled.
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Increased Regulatory Oversight

e New Dam Safety Statute in 2007
e New Administrative Rules in 2010
e Rigorous inspection and permitting

More safety

Formal regulatory procedures

Legal protections

Higher Costs for O&M and Reconstruction




Higher Cost of Dam Ownership

e Construction and Repairs

* Permitting

e Liability & Insurance

e Difficulty of obtaining capital






“Time is running out on many of Hawaii’s
dams and reservoirs”

Collaborative Leaders Network

Threatened by:

 Regulation
e lLack of Funding

 Lack of leadership to preserve
water storage facilities




s B - AL

R ,
sl ¥ S ¥ 1 [t ._- T :
- A | M ﬁuu.{.h} )

S -~ ..gfar.-‘-r;

-‘.‘..’"_ F u-‘,“ﬁ- . ..,j.;" ;
R s ’; %.ﬁ
alb‘nd SDClaL i u ' --‘H e
ence cal_:,mot-be overcome W|th r—* n easmg

S ‘:* | owey.er,:che powe.r o?r |

= regulation. A L ol -"“"_f‘?*i.“l::#
'mr -‘_\_Educatlon and tralnmgaraessentlal B gl ,

e Owners must be held responsible for their land. . ‘*“*‘

. Comphcrt government off|C|aIs must be .
prosecuted .. .

he ™









RN




Stateof Hawaii
1‘0‘6‘%?enewab|e Power by 2045

1st US State to mqndafe 100% renewable goadl

- . 100% renewable energy is not a fantasy

for someday, but a reality today.

www.golOO perce nt.org
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